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11th Grade English
Miss Sarah McDivitt

Room 5
2013-2014
Materials Needed:
· Textbooks: Bible, British Literature, Sadlier-Oxford Vocabulary Workshop Level F, Assorted texts (will be mentioned/required as needed)
· Writing folder
· Binder- I recommend that you have a separate binder with five tab dividers (DOLs, Literature/Reader’s Notebook, Vocabulary, Writing, Speech) for English class.

· 3x5 flashcards (2 packs)

· One pack will be given to me. One you can keep at home or in your locker.

· We will use these throughout the year for vocabulary. Please be sure you have access to these cards all year long.
· Blue/black pens- Please no colored pens or pencils for homework, quizzes, or tests.
· Flashdrive (At some point, you may be required to create a Google Drive account to electronically store and submit your papers. I will give you a heads up. You might want to create one before this so that you can access papers/homework through school computers more easily.)

Grading: I will be grading on a point system again this year.
· Participation: You will receive a participation grade each day which will be based on the following:
· On-time (before the bell rings)
· Prepared (all books, pens, and paper on hand, all books covered)
· Bellringer (working on this before the bell rings to begin class, done with this no later than three minutes after the first bell)
· Behavior

· Focus/Attention/Contribution

· Incomplete Assignments: Because you have multiple ways to contact me, an assignment is considered incomplete if it is not fully finished. This means you either didn’t finish the required assignments (left some blank) or you didn’t write enough to qualify as completing the assigned questions/work. Incomplete work will need to be redone to receive any credit. An assignment is considered late if it is not turned in fully complete the period it is due. Call me if you have any questions with your homework.
· Late Homework/Projects: A homework assignment is considered late when it is not handed in at the beginning of the hour or when requested on the day it is due. Fifty percent (50%) will be deducted for any late homework assignment. Ten percent (10%) will be deducted for any late project or paper.
· If the work is not completed within one week of the due date, the student will receive no credit.
· Students should fill out a “Lunch Detention Slip” for any late assignments and hand it in to the teacher.
· When handing in late work, stamp the date you turned the assignment in on the paper and submit the assignment into the LATE/ABSENT/REDO folder. DO NOT HAND IT TO MISS MCDIVITT, but please tell her it’s there.
· All assignments (late or not, for credit or not) must be turned in to be eligible for extra-credit.
· Absences: All assignments that are due on the day the students are absent must be turned in the day the student returns. All quizzes, papers, and tests that are assigned before the student is absent are due the day the student returns. Students have as many days as they were absent to make up missed work before the work is considered late. Please talk to me about any issues when making up work. If the absence is planned, please collect your work before leaving. All homework is due the day the student returns to school unless we have discussed alternate arrangements. Students are responsible to collect any notes or complete any missing activities that are a result of their absence.
· Please check Sycamore, our class website (http://missmcdivitt.weebly.com), a friend, and the Missed Moments Clipboard for any missed assignments, notes or handouts.
Homework Passes:

· This pass allows the student to skip one homework assignment (usually an overnight assignment), to have a one-day extension on longer assignments (papers or assignments that take more than one night) or projects, OR have five bonus points on a test.
· Homework passes may not be used on reading assignments/quizzes of any length as not doing your reading hinders class discussion and activities.
Writing Assignments: 

· Unless told otherwise, all completed writing assignments need to be in your writing folder upon turning them in to me.

· All writing assignments need to be typed and formatted in MLA style (see attached sheet).

Love God, Love Others, Reach the World!
Classroom Rules:
1. Come to class prepared and on time. 

· You should be in your seat working on the bellringer before the bell rings.

· Students should have a valid excuse written by another teacher any time they are late to class if they do not want to be tardy.

2. Speak only when permitted and in an appropriate fashion. 

· Raise your hand and wait until you are called on before speaking during class lectures and tests.

· Never speak/whisper to someone else during a test.

3. Turn in completed homework at the beginning of the hour unless told otherwise.

· Any work not submitted/completed before entering the classroom will be considered late.

4. Please stay in your seat while I’m talking so as not to distract others and me.
· You will be dismissed from class with the magic words, “Have a nice day.”
5. Please follow my directions immediately and thoroughly.

6. Work on English assignments only.

· In English class, we study English. All other schoolwork, activities, and entertainment must be out of sight. Consider this your warning. If I see it, I take it; I keep it. (If you don’t owe me any work or have no assigned work, you may bring a reading book in the event you finish a test or quiz early, but when I am ready to move on with class you need to be ready as well.)

7. LOVE one another! (I Corinthians 13:4-8)

· Love (is):
· Patient
· Kind
· Not envious
· Not boastful
· Not proud
· Not rude
· Not self-seeking
· Not easily angered
· Keeps no record of wrongs
· Hates evil
· Rejoices in the truth
· Protects
· Trusts
· Hopes
· Perseveres
· Never fails

8. Be respectful of my classroom.

· This means that you should leave my room better than when you arrived. Don’t write on the walls, desks, books, boards, etc. Please don’t throw things in my room!
· Please respect my desk and do not touch anything on it. I have a student supply table for student use.
Contact Information:

1. Phone: 607-215-2651

2. Website: http://missmcdivitt.weebly.com

3. Sycamore: Pass-A-Note
4. School Email: smcdivitt@twintierschristianacademy.org
Cheating and Plagiarism: As Christians, we need to do all for the glory of the Lord. The Lord tells us not to steal in Exodus 20:15. He goes one step further in Leviticus 19:11 when he said, “Do not steal. Do not lie. Do not deceive one another” (biblegateway.com). Cheating and plagiarism are forms of stealing, lying, and deceiving. Even the world discourages cheating and plagiarism, especially in academia. Students in college have been failed, suspended, and even expelled for committing plagiarism. People have been fired, sued, and blacklisted for plagiarism in the career world. Because committing these acts can hurt your future and displease the Lord, let’s make sure we understand what cheating and plagiarism are so that we can make better choices.
What is cheating?

· Lying, deceiving, telling a half-truth about a homework assignment, project, or test.
· Using the book, internet, etc. for an answer when the teacher has not given you permission to use it. (This usually applies to, but is not limited to, literary analyses, take-home tests, vocabulary assignments, etc.)
· Copying someone’s answers.

· Allowing someone to copy/use your answers.

· Writing someone’s flashcards for him/her.

· Allowing someone to write your flashcards out for you.
· Writing someone’s answers out for him/her.

· Allowing someone to write your answers for you.

· Writing part or all of someone’s paper for him/her.

· Allowing someone to write part or all of your paper.
· Copying someone’s answers on test corrections.

· Using someone’s test answers to correct your test instead of using the book/notes.

· Asking someone the answer to a question.

· Telling someone the answer to a question rather than helping him/her figure out the answer on a homework assignment.
· Looking at someone’s test or quiz paper for the answers.

· Letting someone purposefully or accidentally letting someone look at your test or quiz paper for the answers. (Keep your tests/quizzes covered.)
· Etc.

· Plagiarizing

What is plagiarizing? (Please read the attached brochure for more information.)
· “Plagiarism occurs when a person presents other people’s ideas, information, or words as if they were his or her own. Plagiarism is a form of theft, as well as a form of cheating. When a person copies a passage from a published source, such as a periodical, an encyclopedia, a book, or the internet, and presents that passage as if it were his or her own creation, then that person has committed plagiarism. Even if the wording is slightly changed, a little plagiarism is still plagiarism. If a person has someone else write a paper, or any part of a paper for him or her, then that person is guilty of plagiarism” (and the other person is equally guilty). (www.gstboces.org/homework/secure/attachments/12360203115112.doc)
· Plagiarism can be either intentional or accidental. No matter what your intention, plagiarism is still a form of cheating.
· Types of plagiarism: (The following information comes word for word from plagiarism.org/assets
/downloads/complete_resources.doc‎.)
· Sources not cited:

· The Ghost Writer- The writer turns in another's work, word-for-word, as his/her own.
· The Photocopier- The writer copies significant portions of text straight from a single source, without alteration.
· The Potluck Paper- The writer tries to disguise plagiarism by copying from several different sources, tweaking the sentences to make them fit together while retaining most of the original phrasing.
· The Poor Disguise- Although the writer has retained the essential content from other source, he/she has altered the paper’s appearance slightly by changing key words or phrases.
· The Labor of Laziness- The writer takes the time to paraphrase most of the paper from other sources and make it all fit together, instead of spending the same effort on original work
· The Self-Stealer- The writer “borrows” generously from his or her previous work, violating policies concerning the expectation of originality adopted by most academic institutions.
· Sources Cited, but plagiarism is still an issue:
· "The Forgotten Footnote”- The writer mentions an author's name for a source, but neglects to include specific information on the location of the material referenced. This often masks other forms of plagiarism by obscuring source locations. 
· "The Misinformer”- The writer provides inaccurate information regarding the sources, making it impossible to find them. 
· "The Too-Perfect Paraphrase”- The writer properly cites a source, but neglects to put in quotation marks text that has been copied word-for-word, or close to it. Although attributing the basic ideas to the source, the writer is falsely claiming original presentation and interpretation of the information. 
· "The Resourceful Citer” The writer properly cites all sources, paraphrasing and using quotations appropriately. The catch? The paper contains almost no original work! It is sometimes difficult to spot this form of plagiarism because it looks like any other well-researched document. 
· "The Perfect Crime”- Well, we all know it doesn't exist. In this case, the writer properly quotes and cites sources in some places, but goes on to paraphrase other arguments from those sources without citation. This way, the writer tries to pass off the paraphrased material as his or her own analysis of the cited material. 
The MLA Handbook for Writers warns...:

· At all times during research and writing, guard against the possibility of accidental plagiarism by keeping careful notes that distinguish between your own ideas/thoughts and that material you gather from others.  You may certainly use other persons’ words and thoughts in your research paper/project, but the borrowed material must not seem your own creation (30-31).

Acts of plagiarism will be dealt with on an individual basis. The rule of thumb is “When in doubt, cite (give credit) it!” If you have any questions, please ask me. I will help you avoid it as much as possible.

Resources to avoid plagiarism:
· MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7th Edition

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/ (MLA, citation, writing, research, etc. help)
· On-line writing labs from major colleges
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I have read and understand the objectives, requirements, expectations, policies, and consequences of this course.

Student Signature: _____________________________________________ 


Date: _________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________ 


Date: _________
I have read about and understand what cheating and plagiarism are and how to avoid them. I understand that if I plagiarize, either intentionally or accidentally, I will be required to learn from my choices in any way TTCA deems best for me. I will strive to complete all work to the glory of the Lord.

Student Signature: _____________________________________________ 


Date: _________

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________ 


Date: _________
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